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for treating a great public servant as a great public 1879.
criminal, and at the same time expressly relieved
Ministers from all complicity in the Zulu War,1 for
which they, and not Sir Bar-tie Frere, were respons-
ible to the House of Commons. Liberals violated
one of their first principles by bringing the subject
before the House of Lords at all. The Lords,
according to them, have no control over the
executive,, and the withdrawal of their confidence
from a Government has no effect whatever. Nor
can it be said that the deliberations of that august
assembly produced in this case any great amount
of senatorial wisdom. Lord Lansdowne and Lord
Cranbrook agreed in restricting a Governor s powers
within limits which would have prevented the
creation,, and would bring about the destruction, of
the British Empire. Lord Salisbury enunciated the
solemn platitude* fit to adorn a copy-book, that
" Her Majesty's advisers, and they only, must decide
the grave issues of peace and war," forgetting the
true nature of Sir Bartle Frere's defence, which was
that the fate of Pretoria and Pietermaiitzburg had
become a question of days. In the House of Lords
the Opposition obtained the unaccustomed support
of the old Duke of Somerset, who had scarcely
ever voted with the Liberal party since he ceased
to be a Liberal Minister, and of Lord Blachford,
who represented, like Sir Henry Holland in the
other House, the view of the Colonial Office
that Colonial fGovernors should do as they were

1 The words of the proposed Resolution were as follow: That
this House, while willing to support Her Majesty's Government in
all necessary measures for defending the possessions of Her Majesty
in South Africa, regrets that an ultimatum which was calculated to
produce immediate war should have been presented to the Zulu King
without authority from the responsible advisers of the Crown, and that
an offensive war "should have been commenced without imperative and
pressing necessity or adequate preparation; and the House regrets
that after the censure passed upon the High Commissioner "by Her
Majesty's Government in the despatch of March 19,1879, the conduct
of affairs in South Africa should be retained in his hands.